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�  Develop a Master Plan for a  community park at  the  Patterson Lake Products  Si te,  
provide access to Mi l l  Pond, and develop new faci l i t ies at  other propert ies such 
as the new Township Hal l  
The purpose of the master plan is to develop a long-term guide for the development of 
the property.  The plan would include a site and recreation use analysis, a park concept, 
and an implementation program.  Desired elements could include but not be limited to 
vehicular access, picnic areas and shelter, nature center, walking trails, and preservation 
of environmentally sensitive areas.  Other improvements could include the development 
of a sled hill and trail along the lakeshore, providing access to a viewing platform and to 
the lake in winter for ice fishing and skating, and nature interpretive signs (Figure 9). 
 
Similar improvements could be provided along Mill Pond and Honey Creek in the Village.  
A trail and boardwalks could be developed from the transmission line and Pinckney 
Elementary School to the west following the greenway corridor to D-19.  Viewing 
platforms and fishing decks may be provided as well as access to the pond in winter for 
ice fishing and skating (Figure 12).   
 
Other outdoor facilities could also be developed at the existing parks, at the new 
Township Hall property (Figure 10), or at other properties.  The proposed facilities may 
include a skateboard park, sports fields, and a dog park.  
 
Basis for action:  These improvements were identified by the resident survey.  They also 
address deficiencies in parkland with respect to national standards and respond to 
environmental and social trends identified in the previous section. 
 
Figure 10.  Township Hall Property Potential Improvements 
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�  Improve the Lakelands Trai l  

Based on survey results, improving the Lakelands Trail is the most significant 
community need.  Improvements can best be accomplished with the Friends of the 
Lakelands Trail.  Proposed improvements include: 
 

• Resurfacing the trail from Hamburg to Unadilla Township that includes a paved 
trail and a parallel dirt equestrian trail; 

• Construction of a trail head including a parking area, staging area, picnic area, 
restroom, and other pedestrian amenities at the trail’s intersection with D-19; 

• Provision of safe crossings, installation of signs, bollards, and pedestrian 
amenities along the trail;  

• Future development of other trailheads; and  

• Restoration of the Pinckney Depot. 

 
Basis for action:  This action is the most significant need identified in the resident survey.  
The suggested improvements are also based on work currently proposed by the Friends 
of the Lakelands Trail.  In addition, this responds to the national recreation trends, the 
environmental, and the economic trends identified in the previous section.    
 
Figure 11.  Lakelands Trail Proposed Trail Head 
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�  Develop a cont inuous pathway/ tra i l  system 

It is evident that there is a strong need for more trails and walking paths in the Village 
and Township.  Priority should be placed on developing trails that interconnect parks, 
community facilities, schools, neighborhoods, downtown Pinckney, and regional 
recreation facilities.  This action could include:  
 

• Development of a community-wide pathway plan; 

• Working with developers to construct trails in new development; 

• Installation of site amenities such as benches, trash receptacle, mile markers, 
and signs along the trails; and 

• Develop a marketing strategy for the trail system to attract support and sponsors, 
which could translate into a trail brochure and/or a walking club. 

 
Basis for action:  This action was identified through the survey of residents and responds 
to national, regional, and economic trends. 
 
Figure 12.  Potential Trail System in and around the Village of Pinckney 
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�  Acquire and develop future  parkland  
Land acquisition for developing new community parks is also identified as a priority of 
the community.  Future parkland should be large enough for a variety of recreation uses 
such as sports fields, walkways and trails, and picnic areas.  Natural features providing 
habitat preservation and nature related activities would also be desirable.  
 
Acquiring the land or an easement to provide access to Mill Pond is recognized as a 
priority project significant for the community. 
 
It will be important to work with the Township Board, Village Council, and the 
communities’ Planning Commissions to ensure parkland needs are considered in the 
review of new developments and to encourage and develop regulations for developers 
to set aside land for park facilities. 
 
Basis for action:  This action responds to trends related to the demographic and physical 
characteristics of the area. 

 
�  Establ ish a parks and recreat ion commission  

Create a joint Parks and Recreation Commission between Putnam Township and the 
Village of Pinckney in accordance with P.A. 156 of 1917.  The recreation commission 
should consist of committed and energetic individuals to guide the implementation of the 
current Parks and Recreation master Plan. 
 
Basis for action:  This action is essential to implement the current master plan. 
 

�  Maintain and develop new partnerships with  local  groups and organizat ions  
Facilitate and promote the shared-use of the area’s parks and recreation facilities 
including the state, county, University of Michigan, and private recreation providers as 
well as Township and Village facilities by community groups. 
 
Basis for action:  This action responds to general trends identified in the previous 
section. 
 

�  Administrat ion and funding  
A means of generating operational costs and increasing revenues where possible must 
become a priority to support the capital improvement projects mentioned above and to 
maintain high quality existing and future park facilities.  Seeking grants and sponsorships 
must be done aggressively.  A future parks and recreation commission should advocate 
and promote the social, economic, and environmental value and benefits of parks and 
recreation by reaching out to the community and the region.  The future parks and 
recreation commission should explore the feasibility of a millage for park land acquisition 
and/or park development. 
 
Basis for action:  This action is recommended to implement the current master plan.  
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PROJECT SCHEDULE 
Table 13 lists the individual projects along with the specific tasks to be accomplished, the 
project objective reference, a cost estimate, and potential funding sources.  In addition, the 
projects are listed in a sequential order and a time frame for completion has been assigned.  
Short-term (ST) projects are recommended for completion within one to two years while long-
term (LT) projects may take longer to be completed, within five to six years.  Mid-term is 
between the two (MT). 
 
Table 14.  Improvement Schedule 

Project  Obj. Cost  Estimate Funding Source 
Time 

Frame 
Parks and 
Recreation 
Commission 

Form a joint Parks and Recreation Commission 
appointed by the Putnam Township Board and the 
Pinckney Village Council under P.A. 156 of 1917 to 
guide the implementation of the current Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan 

4 -  ST 

 Develop a budget for parks and recreation 4 -  ST 
      
Existing park 
upgrade 

Remove barriers at the Township Square 1 To be determined General Fund ST 

 Remove unsafe play equipment at Loy Bond Park 
and install a play structure on safety surface 

1 $20,000 - $50,000 General Fund, 
Grants & 
Donations 

ST 

 Build a small parking lot, walkways, picnic or seating 
area, and court game in Loy Bond Park 

1 $85,000 - $100,000 General Fund, 
Grants & 
Donations 

MT 

 Add landscaping by park signs at Loy Bond Park 
and the Township Square 

1 $5,000 - $15,000 General Fund MT 

      
Lakelands Trail 
improvements 

Resurface the trail from Hamburg to Unadilla 
Townships and develop a parallel equestrian trail 

2 

 Build a trail head at D-19 intersection including a 
parking area, staging area, picnic area, restroom 
and other pedestrian amenities. 

2 

 Provide safe crossing and install signs, bollards, and 
pedestrian amenities along the trail 

2 

Roughly $2.5 
million 

General Fund, 
Grants & 
Donations 

ST - MT 

 Create a subcommittee to investigate and 
coordinate the Pinckney Depot restoration  

2 -  ST - MT 

      
New park facility 
development 

Develop a master plan for a community park at the 
Patterson Lake Products site to include, if possible, 
vehicular access, trails, boardwalk along lakeshore, 
interpretive signs, nature center, sled hill, ice 
skating, fishing, and picnic areas 

1 $15,000 - $30,000 General Fund ST 

 Develop pedestrian access to and trails/boardwalks 
around Mill Pond 

1 To be determined General Fund, 
Grants & 
Donations 

MT 

 Seek funding and implement the master plan for the 
Patterson Lake Products property 

1 To be determined General Fund, 
Grants & 
Donations 

ST - LT 
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Project  Obj. Cost  Estimate Funding Source 
Time 

Frame 
 Develop new recreational facilities at the new 

Township Hall property or at other properties such 
as sports fields, a skateboard park, and a dog park 

1 To be determined General Fund, 
Grants & 
Donations 

LT 

      
Community-wide 
pathway/ trail 
system 

Prepare a community-wide pathway plan 2 $15,000 - $20,000 General Fund, 
Grants & 
Donations 

ST 

 Work with Planning Commission and Village Council 
to dedicate trails in future development 

2 -  ST 

 Develop a trail brochure 2 $3,000 General fund ST 
 Develop a walking club 2 -  ST 
 Seek funding for the development of the trail system  2 -  MT 
 Attract sponsors and donations for installing 

benches, trash receptacles, mile markers and signs 
along trails 

2 -  MT 

      
Community Park 
Development  

Acquire land to provide access to Mill Pond 3 To be determined General Fund, 
Grants & 
Donations 

ST 

 Work with the Planning Commissions, the Township 
Board, and Village Council to review development 
proposals and to encourage/develop regulations for 
developers to set aside open space and parkland 

3 -  ST - LT 

 Acquire land for the development of a community 
park which offers a location, setting, and size 
appropriate for a variety of passive and active 
recreational uses 

3 To be determined General Fund, 
Grants & 
Donations 

LT 

      
Communication 
and partnerships 

Meet and discuss opportunities for sharing park 
facilities and to coordinate recreation programs with 
the DNR, HCMA, Livingston County Planning, 
Pinckney Public Schools, and local recreation 
groups  

4 -  MT 

      
Administration, 
finance, and 
maintenance 

Identify fund raising and grant opportunities an on-
going task 

4 -  ST 

 Maintain and develop volunteer opportunities 4 -  ST 
 Explore the possibility of a parks millage 4 -  LT 
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I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  S T R A T E G I E S  
In order to accomplish the recommended actions during the next five years, it will be necessary 
to secure adequate funding. The current budget provides only a fraction of the funds required. 
Therefore, the following strategies are recommended. 
 
Increase Support for Parks  
Public support for parks and recreation will be crucial in determining the level of services the 
Village and Township will be able to provide in the future.  A specific park or project millage over 
a limited period could be sought for particular projects such as land acquisition and trail 
development or maintenance.  
 
Apply for State Funding or Other Grant Moneys 
The Land and Water Conservation Fund and the Natural Resources Trust Fund continue to be 
the major funding sources for parkland acquisition and development in Michigan. 
  
Other funding is available through other governmental divisions, such as the Fisheries Division 
(Inland Fisheries Grant Program) or the Forestry Division (Detroit Edison Tree Planting). 
 
In addition, the Michigan Department of Transportation Enhancement Fund is available for the 
development of non-motorized pathways within road rights-of-way, for rails-to-trails project, and 
for historic preservation projects such as the Pinckney Depot.  There are also a number of 
smaller grant programs available for the establishment of trails and pathways or trail related 
facilities such as Bikes Belong Coalition. 
 
Seek Other Sources of Funding 
The community should continue to investigate additional sources of funding. Seeking donations, 
attracting sponsors, holding fund raising events, and seeking out other revenue sources are 
methods that have been used successfully to raise funding for parks and recreation 
improvements in other communities. 
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A P P E N D I C E S  A N D  S U P P O R T I N G  D O C U M E N T S  
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A P P E N D I X  A–  Q U E S T I O N N A I R E  
1. How long have you lived in the Pinckney/Putnam community?  Please circle one of the following responses: 

Less than 1 year 1 - 5 years 6 - 10 years 11+ years 

2. What age groups live in your household?  Please circle all that apply: 
Under 10  11 - 19  20 - 29  30 - 39  40 - 49  50 - 59  60+ 

3. Do you use the Village/Township parks and recreation facilities?  If yes, how would you rate these facilities? 
Excellent  Very Good Good   Fair  Poor 

4. Please indicate whether you or anyone in your household participated in the following activities in the past year: 
On a Village 
roadway or 
sidewalk 

On a Township 
roadway 

At the 
community park 

At a school 
facility 

At a Metropark, 
County, or 

State facility 
At another 

facility  

� � � � � � Exercised 

� � � � � � Exercised a pet 

� � � � � � Walked 

� � � � � � Ran or jogged 

� � � � � � Bicycled 

� � � � � � Used a picnic shelter or picnic area 

� � � � � � Played at a playground 

� � � � � � Played baseball 

� � � � � � Played softball 

� � � � � � Played soccer 

� � � � � � Played other field sports (football, 
field hockey, lacrosse, etc.) 

� � � � � � Played court games (basketball, 
volleyball, tennis, etc.) 

� � � � � � Swam at a lake or river 

� � � � � � Fished at a lake or river 

� � � � � � Went boating on a lake or river 

� � � � � � Went horseback riding 

5. Which of the following do we need [or need more of] in Pinckney and Putnam?  Check as many items that you think are 
needed: 
� Playgrounds � Tennis courts � Bowling alley 
� Hiking paths � Ball diamonds � Outdoor community pool 
� Bicycle trails � Soccer fields � Community center 
� Equestrian trails � Lighted athletic fields � Nature interpretation facility 
� Picnic areas � Sled hill � Other: 
� Picnic shelters � Cross country skiing   

� Pavilion/bandstand � Outdoor skating rink or area   

� Basketball courts � Skateboarding facilities   

� Volleyball courts � BMX bike facilities   

6. Let us know how to reach you if you wish to help your community parks and recreation in the future.  
     

Name Phone Number E-mail address  
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7. Please rate how important you think each of the following possible projects are.  Then rank which three you think should 
be given the highest priority, with “1” indicating the most important. 

 Essential Important 
Somewhat 
important 

Not at all 
important 

Top 3 most 
important 

 Acquire new parkland � � � �  

 Improve the Township Square � � � �  

 Improve existing playgrounds � � � �  
 Develop more active areas with athletic fields (soccer, 

baseball, etc.) & court sports (tennis, basketball, etc.) � � � �  

 Create public access to Mill Pond � � � �  
 Develop more passive activities (nature viewing, walking, 

picnicking, etc.) � � � �  

 Improve the Lakelands Trail with resurfacing and non-
motorized/pedestrian access and amenities � � � �  

8. List any other ideas for Parks and Recreation projects that you would be interested in seeing that are not included on the 
list above.  
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A P P E N D I X  B –  N O T I C E S  O F  D R A F T  P L A N  A V A I L A B I L I T Y  &  P U B L I C  
H E A R I N G  

 
 

 
Published in The Detroit News on February 4, 2008 

 
 
Putnam Township and the Village of Pinckney have prepared a joint draft Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan, and will accept any comments on the plan until March 5. 
 
The plan, which will guide the future development of parks and recreation in the area, 
can be viewed online by visiting villageofpinckney.org, or at Village Hall, 220 S. Howell 
St., or Township Hall, 131 S. Howell St. 
 
The public is welcome to view a copy of the draft plan for review and comment. 
 
Pinckney will hold a public hearing on the final draft plan at 7:30 p.m. March 10 at 
Village Hall. The township will hold a public hearing at 7 p.m. March 19 at the Township 
Annex, 122 S. Howell, Pinckney. 
 
Direct all inquiries to Ron Rau at (734) 878-3131 or Rebecca Foster at (734) 878-6206.  

 
 

 
 
Published in the Livingston Daily News on February 11, 2008 
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A P P E N D I X  C –  S T E E R I N G  C O M M I T T E E  R E S O L U T I O N  

Insert when completed 
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A P P E N D I X  D –  M I N U T E S  O F  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G S  

Insert when completed 
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A P P E N D I X  E –  V I L L A G E  C O U N C I L  &  T O W N S H I P  B O A R D  R E S O L U T I O N S  

 

Insert when completed 
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A P P E N D I X  F –  L E T T E R S  O F  T R A N S M I T T A L  T O  R E G I O N A L  A G E N C I E S  &  
M D N R  
 
FROM: Village of Pinckney and Putnam Township 
 
TO: William Wagoner, Director 
  Livingston County Planning Department 

Administration Building 
304 E. Grand River Ave. Suite 206 
Howell, Michigan 48843 

 
  William Parkus,  
  Regional Review Office  
  Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 
  535 Griswold Street, Suite 300 
  Detroit, Michigan 48226-3602 
 
 
DATE: March 20, 2008 
 
 
The attached Pinckney – Putnam Parks and Recreation Master Plan was adopted by the 
Pinckney Village Council at a meeting held on March 10, 2008 and adopted by the Putnam 
Township Board at a meeting held on March 19, 2008. The plan will be sent to the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources for their review and approval. 
 
The plan will be subject to future review and updates as deemed necessary by the Pinckney 
Village Council and the Putnam Township Board. 
 
Please feel free to contact the Village, Township, or myself if you have any comments regarding 
this plan.  The Grants Section requests that you copy any comments directly to them at: Grants, 
Contracts, and Customer Systems, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 
30425, Lansing, MI  48909-7925. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
CARLISLE/WORTMAN ASSOC., INC. 
Lucie Fortin, RLA 
 
Cc.  Rebecca Foster, Village of Pinckney President (220 S. Howell St., Pinckney, MI 48169) 
 Ronald Rau, Putnam Township Supervisor (131 S. Howell St., P.O. Box 439, Pinckney, MI 48169) 
 
 

Confirm when completed 
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TO: Monica Day, 

Grants Management 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Stevens T Mason Building, 3rd Floor, 
530 West Allegan Street, 
Lansing, MI  48933 

 
DATE: March 20, 2008 
 
 
Dear Monica, 
 
Enclosed please find a copy of the Pinckney – Putnam Parks and Recreation Master Plan which 
was adopted by the Pinckney Village Council at a meeting held on March 10, 2008 and adopted 
by the Putnam Township Board at a meeting held on March 19, 2008.  We are also enclosing 
the signed certification checklist to assist in your review of the plan. 
 
Please feel free to contact the Village, Township, or myself if you have any questions regarding 
the Plan.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
CARLISLE/WORTMAN ASSOC., INC. 
Lucie Fortin, RLA 
 
Cc.  Rebecca Foster, Village of Pinckney President (220 S. Howell St., Pinckney, MI 48169) 
 Ronald Rau, Putnam Township Supervisor (131 S. Howell St., P.O. Box 439, Pinckney, MI 48169) 
 
 

 
 
 

Confirm when completed 

 


